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The 17 000 t (tonne) container ship ‘““‘Babor” is the seventh of a series of 18 to be 
turned over to European owners by Marine Industries Limited (M.I.L.) of Sorel, 
Quebec. The $17 000000 ship is part of a total contract of approximately 
$300 000 000 received in 1971. It is estimated that M.I.L. has had contracts for 


over one billion dollars since it started producing ships in the metric mode in 1946. 


Since 1972, M.I.L.’s almost entire output of new constructions has been destined 
for export. Nine 17 000 t multi-purpose cargo vessels and four 16 000 t container 
vessels were delivered to French and Algerian owners during the years 1973 to 
1976. At the moment, three 10 O00 t tankers are under construction for Cuba and 
six more cargo vessels remain to be delivered to Greek owners. 


Marine Industries’ first experience with metric shipbuilding happened in 1946. 
Between 1946 and 1950, twenty-five trawlers and ten cargo vessels were built for 
France as part of a program of post war assistance by the Canadian Government. 
All designs were of French origin and the arrival of metric guidance and 
construction drawings was the firm’s first major exposure to the metric system in 
shipbuilding and ship calculations. 


While working drawings for the shipyard were dimensioned in the customary 
imperial system of measurements, calculations concerned with trim, stability, 
hydrostatic information and loading conditions were carried out in metric units. : 


Manufacturers’ drawings and instructions invariably included metric dimensions and 
other units, and engineering and mechanical workshops had frequent occasion to 
deal with problems of adapting North American and British pipe sizes and pipe 
threads to fit metric equipment. 


When the shipyard signed contracts with French owners in 1971, most working 
drawings made by M.I.L. were dimensioned in dual units. However, all calculations 
were carried out in metric units and later in SI units, as these became better known 
through the work and publicity created by Metric Commission Canada. 


One of Canada’s major shipyards, M.1.L. was incorporated in 1937 and expanded 
rapidly during World War II, when it had a work force of up to 7 000 men and was 
building convoy escorts, cargo vessels and landing craft for the Canadian 
Government. Today, M.I.L. has approximately 3 000 employees, with half of this 
number working for the Shipbuilding Division. 


Today, most classification rules which govern ship construction and shipbuilding 
throughout the world other than in the U.S.A. use metric units, and M.1.L. can 
handle any metric contracts. Designers, followed by draftsmen and production 
workers, have gradually eased into the use of SI units, metric tools and metric 
measuring instruments. Most of them are glad that pounds, gallons, barrels and long 
tons will soon be a thing of the past and few regret the passing of 16 ths and 64 ths 
where feet and inches were concerned. 


Marine Industries Limited is involved in Sector 2.07 (Shipbuilding) of Metric 
Commission Canada. This Sector is preparing its Sector Plan and has issued a 
supplementary Metric Practice Guide published by the Canadian Shipbuilding and 
Ship Repairing Association. This guide lists the recommended SI units to be used 
within the marine industry. 


There remains the demand for metric standard construction materials and a much 
needed supply of new handbooks and technical literature which will restate 
traditional formulae, factors and general engineering information in SI units. 
However, with these conditions fulfilled, the implementation of the metric 
shipbuilding plan will be completed. 


Additional information may be obtained from: 


Marine Industries Ltd. 
Sorel (Tracy), Quebec 
J4P 5P5 
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